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front of him the refle&ion of the flower beds and
bushes which were really behind him. The ar-
rangement was skilfully made and gave the children
endless amusement.

In the company of friends, Swedenborg had the
same gentleness as old Bishop Jesper, his father.
His conversation was listened to with deep interest,
for he had travelled widely, knew much of the world
and could speak with intelligence on moSt subjefts.
He spoke so slowly that he at once gained the at-
tention of all who were present. His talk was
entertaining but not frivolous. Besides having a
good knowledge of Latin, Greek and Hebrew, he
was able to converse in French, English, Dutch,
German and Italian, as well as in his own tongue,
Swedish. When his spiritual eyes were first opened,
he often spoke to his friends of what he had seen
and would even talk to the clergy about the true
meaning of the Stories of Scripture* But at times
he found he was not believed, and this so grieved
him that he ceased to speak freely on these matters
and was content to keep them for his books.

By 1748, Swedenborg was ready to take the first
of his great books on the Divine Word to a printer.
For this purpose he travelled to London. He
chose a Mr John Lewis of Paternoster Row to do
the work. He gave this man two hundred pounds
to print the first volume of a work called Arcana